50                        GLADSTONE
would be to retire upon no ground warrantable
and conceivable by reason. ... He [Aberdeen]
asked, how could he bring himself to fight for the
Turks? I said we were not fighting for the
Turks, but we were warning Russia off the for-
bidden ground. That, indeed, if we undertook to
put down the Christians under Turkish rule by
force, then we should be fighting for the Turks,
but to this for one I could be no party. He said
that if I saw a way for him to get out, he hoped
that I should mention it. ... [I said] that we
were not going to extend the conflagration (but
I had to correct myself as to the Baltic), but to
apply more power for its extinction, and this,
I hoped, in conjunction with all the great powers
of Europe. That I for one could not shoulder the
musket (!) against the Christian subjects of the
Sultan, and must there take my stand."1
And so Gladstone driftedinto the Crimean War.
But, as Bright said, he always had a bad conscience
about it, and it may have been this bad conscience
which later made him so violent in the opposite
direction.
Gladstone, however, might have avoided getting
implicated in the Crimean War had he not been
at this very moment carried away with enthusiasm
about the Reform of Oxford University, now
rendered inevitable by the report of the Com-
mission set up by Lord John Russe& in 1850, It
is characteristic of Gladstone that he had violently